
WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 12, 2022 

1. OPENING ITEMS 

1.01 CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Safe and Healthy Schools Committee was called to order at 2:09 
P.M. 

1.02 ROLL CALL 

Chair Scott Benton, Vice-Chair Natalie Sanchez, Sarah Porter, Shelly Buchanan attended 
in person. Commissioners Darin Balaam, Misty Vaughn Allen, Lt. Scott Caldwell, Leanne 
McCulley Larson, and Liz Florez attended virtually. Commissioners Sarah Darby, Loraine 
Benuto, Charlene Bybee, Jessica Goicochea- Parise, Rhonda Lawrence, Peg Samples 
were absent.  

2. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION, PRESENTATION AND/OR ACTION 

2.01 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO SELECT A CHAIR OF THE SAFE 
AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR 
FROM AMONG THE FOLLOWING: MISTY VAUGHN ALLEN, DARIN 
BALAAM, SCOTT BENTON, LORAINE BENUTO, SHELLY BUCHANAN, 
CHARLENE BYBEE, SCOTT CALDWELL, ZARA DARBY, ELIZABETH 
FLOREZ, RHONDA LAWRENCE, LEANNE MCCULLEY LARSON, JESSICA 
GOICOCHEA-PARISE, SARAH PORTER, PEG SAMPLES, AND NATALIE 
SANCHEZ (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  

Chair Benton began the meeting with recognizing two of the newest members of the 
Safe and Healthy Schools Committee, Ms. Shelly Buchanan, and Ms. Sarah Porter.  After 
this, Chair Benton opened this item to the Committee. Chair Benton also mentioned that 
they were only able to nominate those that were present at today’s meeting.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter nominated Chair Scott Benton to remain as chair of the Safe 
and Healthy Schools Commission. Commissioner Natalie Sanchez gave a second to that 
nomination. Chair Benton asked for any other nominations, no other nominations were 
given. Chair Benton stated he would be honored to remain as Chair of the Safe and 
Healthy Schools Commission for the 2022-2023 School year. Chair Benton asked for 
public comment, no public comment provided.  

On motion by Sarah Porter second by Natalie Sanchez, the Safe and Healthy Schools 
Committee approved Scott Benton as Chair of the Safe and Healthy Schools 
Committee for the 2022-2023 school year. (Yea: Chair Scott Benton, Darin Balaam, 
Elizabeth Florez, Sarah Porter, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, Misty Vaughn Allen, Lt. 
Scott Caldwell and Shelly Buchanan) Motion carries 9-0 
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2.02 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO SELECT THE VICE – CHAIR 
OF THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION FOR THE 2022-
23 SCHOOL YEAR FROM AMONG THE FOLLOWING: MISTY VAUGHN 
ALLEN, DARIN BALAAM, LORAINE BENUTO, SHELLY BUCHANAN, 
CHARLENE BYBEE, SCOTT CALDWELL, ZARA DARBY, ELIZABETH 
FLOREZ, RHONDA LAWRENCE, LEANNE MCCULLEY LARSON, JESSICA 
GOICOCHEA – PARISE, SARAH PORTER, PEG SAMPLES, AND NATALIE 
SANCHEZ (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  

Chair Benton nominated Commissioner Natalie Sanchez as the Vice-Chair for the Safe 
and Healthy Schools Commission. Commissioner Shelly Buchanan seconded the motion. 
Chair Scott Benton asked for any other nominations. No other nominations were given. 
Chair Benton asked Commissioner Sanchez if she was interested in serving as the vice-
chair. Commissioner Natalie Sanchez replied by saying yes. Chair Benton asked for 
public comment, no public comment at the time.  

On motion by Chair Scott Benton second by Commissioner Shelly Buchanan, the Safe 
and Healthy Schools Committee approved Natalie Sanchez as Vice-Chair of the Safe 
and Healthy Schools Committee for the 2022-2023 school year. (Yea: Chair Scott 
Benton, Darin Balaam, Elizabeth Florez, Sarah Porter, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, 
Misty Vaughn Allen, Lt. Scott Caldwell, and Shelly Buchanan) Motion carries 9-0 

2.03 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 12, 2022, 
MEETING OF THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISSION (FOR 
POSSIBLE ACTION)  

Chair Benton asked for public comment Chair Benton asked if there were any 
corrections or additions to the minutes. Commissioner Liz Florez mentioned that her 
last name was misspelled in a couple of places. Commissioner Florez stated that her 
last name was spelled incorrectly. She asked for correction so that it be spelled 
correctly as “Florez”.  Chair Benton asked Commissioner Florez to make a motion with 
those changes.  

Sara Montalvo, Legal Counsel for Washoe County School District asked Commissioner 
Florez to make a motion to include approval of the remaining minutes. Vice Chair 
Natalie Sanchez seconded that motion. Chair Benton asked for public comment. No 
public comment at the time.  

On motion by Commissioner Liz Florez and second by Vice – Chair Natalie Sanchez, 
the Safe and Healthy Schools Committee approved the minutes as amended from the 
September 12, 2022, meeting of the Safe and Healthy Schools Committee. (Yea: Chair 
Scott Benton, Darin Balaam, Elizabeth Florez, Sarah Porter, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie 
Sanchez, Misty Vaughn Allen, Lt. Scott Caldwell, and Shelly Buchanan) Motion carries 9-0 

2.04 INTRODUCTION OF DR. SUSAN ENFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO THE SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS 
COMMISSION. (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)  
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Chair Benton stated he had the distinct honor and privilege to introduce the 
Superintendent of Washoe County School District, Dr. Susan Enfield to join them.  

Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield began by greeting everyone in the room and those that 
were also joining virtually. She thanked everyone for dedicating their time to this 
important work. She mentioned that the safety and well being of our children is 
paramount and everything we do within our district. Dr. Enfield mentioned that she was 
very grateful for the time, service, and input in making sure that the school district was 
as Safe as it could be for our students and staff. Superintendent Enfield mentioned that 
she was looking forward to working with the commission and welcomed any questions.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter wanted to follow up with a conversation that was brought up 
at the last Safe and Healthy Schools meeting about setting goals where the 
Superintendent would be involved. Chair Scott Benton mentioned that it was on the 
agenda, but it was for the Commission to have discussion and then Dr. Enfield be given 
the opportunity to provide feedback. Chair Benton mentioned that the Commission is 
structured to have a liaison, but Superintendent Dr. Enfield was certainly welcomed to sit 
with the commission while discussing the topic.  

Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield mentioned that she was happy to join to the 
commission and would be a resource when needed. She mentioned that her goal for 
today’s meeting was to be there observing and listening. She mentioned that she would 
be happy to follow up with Chair Scott Benton afterwards to provide thoughts.  

Chair Benton mentioned that he had a non-related question to the commission for 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield. Chair Benton asked Dr. Enfield what her favorite 
activity has been since she has been with the District. Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield 
replied that pre-smoke, it was Hiking. She mentioned that those who know her might be 
laughing a bit at how many football games she has attended. She mentioned that she 
was not a massive sports fan, but that she really enjoyed going to the High School 
Football games as well as University of Nevada Games. Dr. Enfield mentioned that this 
has also been a great way to meet people. Dr. Enfield mentioned that she was very 
grateful for the people in the community who have approached her to share their support 
and ideas of how we can do better as a school district. Superintendent Enfield mentioned 
that she was very grateful to see the amount of people that were truly committed to 
seeing our school district succeed. She went on to say that when the School District 
succeeds, our kids succeed and when our kids succeed our community is a much better 
place.  

Chair Benton went on to say that one of the nice things about the Safe and Healthy 
Schools Commission is that it is all made up of community members. He mentioned that 
everyone in the committee is there because they deeply care about our community but 
also for the betterment of our children. Chair Benton asked the Committee members if 
they had any further questions for Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield. No further 
questions were asked. 

2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES FOR THE WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, SAFE AND 
HEALTHY SCHOOLS COMMISISON FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR 
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(FOR POSISBLE ACTION) 

Chair Benton referred to the minutes from the SHSC June meeting and mentioned that 
during that meeting they had some great discussion about some options and 
opportunities to really finalize the goals and objectives for what is done by the 
Commission. Chair Benton also wanted to take an opportunity to talk about some of the 
things that the committee had done in the past as far as planning. Chair Benton 
mentioned he would like the commission to make recommendations and set some goals. 
He opened the item up for discussion.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked if they were specifically referring to item 2.06.  

Chair Benton mentioned that they were specifically referring to item 2.05 but added that 
he was certainly able to open both items 2.05 and 2.06 if there was a desire from the 
Commissioners to do so.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked if Chair Benton wanted them to look at the minutes 
from the last meeting.  

Chair Benton clarified by saying that in the past he believed he might have opened items 
together but mentioned that item 2.06 was more of a reflection on the Safety Forum that 
was held this past year which done virtually. He also mentioned that item 2.06 is the 
actual discussion of the goals for the upcoming school year.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter mentioned that it would be helpful to her and possibly 
Commissioner Shelly Buchanan since this was their first meeting to have something that 
might include bullet point in references to the previous meetings. Chair Benton 
mentioned that previously they had all engaged in conversation where everyone had 
brought up some ideas of what some of those goals might be. Chair Benton mentioned 
that some of the main goals which he wrote down on his notes were the possibility of 
having Safety Forums more frequently rather than just in the month of May. He 
mentioned that this last time, the committee had chosen to have this safety forum in the 
month of May for several reasons. Reasons being that the month of May is not a big 
testing time for the school district and the other because it also happened to be Mental 
Health Awareness Month. Chair Benton also mentioned that during these safety forums, 
they have also discussed gun safety and bullying. Chair Benton mentioned that the 
committee has really made it a point to focus on mental health wellbeing of the students 
and staff and parents. Chair Benton said that prior to these topics, the committee was 
really focused on securing the school buildings and how to learn how to make the 
environment of the schools safer. He spoke about how the commission was founded 
after a tragic event at Sparks Middle School.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked if the Safety Forum was the event that was held 
virtually in May and if previously, they had been in person. 

Chair Benton stated that prior to the pandemic, this event had always been held in 
person. Commissioner Porter wanted to also know about how many participants usually 
form part of the Safety Forum. Chair Benton replied by saying that about one hundred 
(100). Commissioner Sarah Porter asked if this number only included students, or was it 
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also including students’ parents, and community members. 

Chair Benton responded to her question by saying that the last two years, this safety 
forum had been held virtually. He said that the safety forum in 2020-21 had about two 
hundred and twelve (212) attendees. He also mentioned that this last year they had 
increased the Safety Forum to an hour and 15 minutes to allow more time for questions 
and answers. Chair Benton mentioned they must have had about one hundred and 
eighty (180) to one hundred and eighty-five (185) attendees watching it live. He added 
that the forum had been posted on the Washoe County School District website so that 
families were able to go back and watch it later.  

Commissioner Porter asked if through these forums a consensus had been gathered that 
mental health was a big focus or needed to become a primary focus. Chair Benton 
mentioned that through the feedback received and given the fact that so many of the 
members were passionate about mental health, this has always been a pressing topic. 
Chair Benton mentioned that he would like to discuss possible goals with the committee 
so that everyone understood what the goals of the commission are moving forward. He 
mentioned that this was aligned with the strategic plan of the school district. Chair 
Benton mentioned that currently this is a goal that is included in the goal settings that 
have been set for a strategic plan and the Safe and Healthy Schools Commission could 
align with those goals.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield a question regarding 
a topic that was discussed during the Town Hall Meeting about Mental Health and social 
emotional learning. Commissioner Porter asked Dr. Enfield if she was able to recap what 
her response was during the Town Hall Meeting.  

Chair Benton made a motion to open item 2.05 and 2.06 together so that this item could 
be safely discussed in the public meetings. Chair Benton opened both items together. 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield responded to Commissioner Porter’s question by saying 
that there continued to be a misunderstanding of what social emotional learning is and 
how it is being incorporated into our day work in our schools. She specified that this is 
not only happening here in Washoe County but nationally. Superintendent Dr. Enfield 
said that social emotional learning to her is social emotional and academic development, 
and this is really what we should be talking about rather than separating both. Dr. 
Enfield mentioned that the two are being separated, she understood why the school 
district is receiving the criticism. Dr. Enfield mentioned that moving forward she would 
like to see more talk on social emotional and academic development as integral to one 
another. Dr. Enfield said that they would be launching a new strategic planning process 
in the months of December/January that will be very inclusive to the community. This will 
provide families, staff, and community members an opportunity to provide input on 
priorities. Her hope is that this will allow for up to five big goals, multiyear goals for the 
district to bring forward to the Trustees by next June. Dr. Enfield said that another one of 
the things she is hoping that will be discussed is “Student’s feeling connected to their 
school.” This means that students feel seen, safe, and supported in their school buildings 
and that no child is invisible. Dr. Enfield said that she would love for this to be talked 
about and for ideas to be brought forward on how we can ensure and measure that our 
children are connected to their school communities. This would include having a trusted 
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adult that they can go to, also how is the student engaging in their school community 
beyond just showing up to class. This would also include athletics and clubs.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter thanked Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield for her response 
and mentioned that what she had brought up for discussion was very helpful. 
Commissioner Porter mentioned that she completely agreed with her with a lot that she 
had said but also understood that a lot of times the commission is tasked with the Safety 
of our students. Commissioner Porter also agreed that Mental Health is a big part of but 
she would also like to see this brought up in a different manner where people can 
understand the intent of the message.  

Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield mentioned that this is very important to talk about the 
work being done and not only focus on the labels that are used. She mentioned that this 
causes distractions to happen and therefore create many different interpretations of the 
meaning are created. Chair Benton thanked Superintendent Susan Enfield for further 
explaining this and opened it up to the other commissioners for further comment or 
questions. Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell asked for a quick review of physical security 
of the schools. Commissioner Caldwell mentioned that while visiting some of the middle 
schools and high schools within our school district he noticed that almost of all our high 
schools were easily accessible by anyone. He mentioned there were no locked doors and 
in some of the main offices were also centrally located within the school site. 
Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell also mentioned that he also does no agree with the off-
campus lunch offered at most of our high schools. He feels that we should be responsible 
in keeping the students safe during those lunch period times. Commissioner Caldwell 
asked if the value of an off-campus lunch was more important that student security and 
district liability. Commissioner Caldwell mentioned that he would like to see something 
done with the improvement of physical security or even just conducting a review of our 
physical security within our schools.  

Commissioner Liz Florez asked a follow up question to Lt. Scott Caldwell comments if 
there would be an executive summary being presented that might be informative to the 
commissioners regarding the Safety Assessment that had occurred. Commissioner Florez 
asked the other commissioners if they had any information on this subject.  

Chair Scott Benton mentioned that our Safe Emergency Manager Roy Anderson had 
mentioned at the last meeting that he would be brining a safety report and presenting 
this to the Safe and Healthy Schools Committee. Chair Benton added that this might be 
something that are continuing to work on but something that can certainly be brought up 
with Dr. Paul LaMarca to make sure that it is added to an agenda soon. Chair Benton 
recalled that Mr. Roy Anderson had indeed performed some Risk and Safety 
Assessments. Commissioner Florez mentioned that Commissioner Sheriff Darin Balaam 
had contacted her and indicated that he was having audio issues, but he was able to see 
and hear the committee members, but he might not be able to respond if called upon.  

Chair Benton asked for any further comment or discussion on this topic.  

Commissioner Shelly Buchanan mentioned that she had a suggestion regarding the 
different tiers of assistance that Dr. LaMarca had presented at the last meeting. 
Commissioner Buchanan asked if it was possible to publicize something related to these 
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supports that was easy for parents and teachers to understand and access. 
Commissioner Buchanan mentioned that oftentimes parents would come to the school 
counselors and request to see a school counselor because the child needed a 
psychiatrist. Parents would be confused as to where to access these services. 
Commissioner Buchanan mentioned that she understood that we currently had a limited 
number of resources within our community for Mental Health professionals but wanted to 
know the resources we do have and how these counselors and or parents can access 
these services.  

Chair Benton mentioned that this has been an ongoing conversation that they have had 
and asked Dr. Paul LaMarca to possibly comment on this topic. Chair Benton also 
mentioned that Ms. Katherine Louden, Counseling Coordinator was also present at the 
meeting. Chair Benton mentioned that he understood that one of the main things we 
struggled with the most was having the right resources available when needed.  

Sara Montalvo, Legal counsel for Washoe County School District advised Dr. Paul 
LaMarca that this agenda items was only on topics and that it was important to not go 
into details on what was being requested. Ms. Montalvo mentioned that his response 
needed to stay within the goals and objectives for the Safe and Healthy Schools 
Commission. Dr. Paul LaMarca, Chief Strategies Officer Thanked Ms. Montalvo for her 
guidance. Dr. LaMarca also thanked commissioner Shelly Buchanan for her input and 
ideas. Dr. LaMarca mentioned that the MTSS structure focused on academics but also 
attendance, behavior, and mental health supports. Dr. LaMarca mentioned that if the 
goal was along the lines of establishing better communication with our parents, he 
mentioned that there were a few avenues that they were able to use so that this goal 
would be met. Dr. LaMarca mentioned that they were able to work alongside Parent 
University about classes that were very specific to MTSS. He also suggested possibly 
looking at some of the mental health supports that were being provided and possibly 
increasing the web presence by making it more user friendly. Dr. LaMarca mentioned 
that there were a variety of things that they were able to choose from as a goal objective 
to move forward and make progress.  

Vice Chair Natalie Sanchez also mentioned that if possibly considering doing the Safety 
Forum on a quarterly basis and keeping the large forum for the month of May. She 
provided the idea of possibly taking smaller items or very specific items such as 
Commissioner Scott Caldwell’s idea on physical safety and updating parents on building 
safety and what that looks like. She also recommended another topic as possibly being a 
“How to access services” within the district for parents. She recommended to possibly 
having feedback provided by Katherine Loudon’s Counseling Team. Dr. LaMarca asked if 
he was able to comment on Vice Chair Sanchez recommendations. Chair Benton replied 
that yes, he was able to. Dr. Paul LaMarca mentioned that this was a very big part of the 
discussion and believes that more frequent safety forums is certainly something that 
could be done. He also mentioned that he would also like the commission to take into 
consideration that having these forums done more frequently also meant that this might 
possibly stretch the Communications department abilities. Dr. LaMarca’ s 
recommendation was to possibly have a safety forum in the Fall and another in the 
Spring to see the results. Then the following year doing one quarterly. He expressed his 
concern in committing in doing four now would be because of the staff shortage within 
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the district.  

Vice Chair Sanchez agreed with Dr. LaMarca about there being a staff shortage. She also 
agreed with the possibility of having these forums done in the Spring and then Fall. Chair 
Benton also mentioned that by doing this, it will allow time to align with the new 
Strategic plan that will possibly come up towards the end of the school year. He 
mentioned that if they were able to start small and focus on what has already been 
discussed and not create anything new this will also allow to move forward with 
realigning the goals for next year. Chair Benton mentioned that so far this year they have 
had healthy discussion about physical safety and the other on Mental Health but agreed 
that goals needed to be identified by the commission. His question was if one of the 
goals was to have the two safety forums this year, what would that look like and what 
topics would these be focused on. Chair Benton called upon Katherine Loudon, 
Counseling Services Coordinator. Ms. Loudon mentioned that she wanted to add to the 
previous discussion on resources that currently student ID cards had resource 
information printed on the back side of them. This information included the new 988 
number as well as the Safe Voice reporting system. Ms. Loudon also mentioned that one 
of the issues that she see’s often is within our community when referrals are made to 
outside agencies. People get tired of trying to access these services because of limited 
availability and lack of insurance.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked a clarifying question. She wanted to know if the goal of 
this meeting was to brainstorm goals or to write these goals down and vote at the end of 
the meeting. Chair Benton mentioned that he was ok with either way the Commission 
wanted to do it. He mentioned that everyone could take action and follow the process 
with making a motion and so forth or they were able to have an open talk about these, 
especially with the new Commissioners on the Committee and after hearing from our 
new Superintendent. Commissioner Sarah Porter also asked if we had resources within 
our school district that had communications backgrounds that were able to take big 
complex concepts and distill them down to infographic level. Chair Benton asked if Dr. 
Paul LaMarca or one of his colleague’s present would be able to assist in helping answer 
this question.  

Mr. Chad Hartley, Communications and Engagement Specialist mentioned that the district 
did have videographers on staff as well as Graphic designers and social media designers 
that were available to support in those various needs. Mr. Hartley also mentioned that his 
department had discussed the last safety forum that had been held in the Month of May 
and recommended that for the future safety forums they pre record the presentations to 
make these easily accessible to parents and families to watch. This will allow for the 
participation in the forum to be a little more streamlined with a Q & A with experts 
prepared to answer those questions.  

Chair Benton left the topic out for discussion with the Commissioners. He mentioned that 
they were able to set goals now or they were able to set goals later.  

Commissioner Shelly Buchanan suggested that they hold back on setting goals focused 
on Physical Safety until they received the safety report mentioned and obtained all 
information that needed to be gathered. Commissioner Sarah Porter, called upon 
Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell to finish his thought and ideas regarding the safety 
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around High Schools and the accountability for that. Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell 
responded by saying that he did not feel like he was cut off from making any further 
suggestions. He mentioned that due to past life experiences and his career he is a little 
more focused on the physical security piece of our schools. Commissioner Caldwell also 
agreed with Commissioner Buchanan that they should wait until they receive the Safety 
report from Mr. Roy Anderson regarding the Safety Assessment that had been done.  

Chair Scott Benton asked for thoughts or comments from the Commissioners. No other 
comments or questions were provided. Chair Benton went on to say that he thinks it 
might be helpful to hear from the staff that is working at the school sites level. It is 
important to know what they want and possibly help contribute to the success of the 
goal setting. Chair Benton also mentioned that it also might be helpful to hear from the 
school counselors or the school social workers to see what they would like to address. 
Chair Benton said that he was not opposed to setting realistic goals at today’s meeting 
since there are a couple of items that he is able go with but recommended that today’s 
meeting be more of an informational gathering session instead. Chair Benton expressed 
the importance of everyone being on the same page when it came to how to present 
school safety to parents and the language to be used. He mentioned that as a parent 
himself, it is very easy to get lost when you hear something one way and then it is not 
quite the same when being presented to his children. Commissioner Sarah Porter asked 
Chair Benton to share some of his ideas of the goals he had in mind.  

Chair Benton mentioned that one of his recommendations is to certainly hear from the 
Emergency Management Team and get their assessments so that they can better 
understand their role as a committee in that aspect. He also mentioned that the 
committee should also be involved in the discussion of how to make the schools safer. 
This has been a subject that the commission has really drove home and has always been 
a leading force. Chair Benton said he would like to see continued conversation on this. 
Chair Benton also recommended that he would also like to see some goals being focused 
on what Dr. Superintendent Enfield spoke about. Making sure that every child is being 
seen, feeling safe and supported and will the commission support that statement. Chair 
Benton said that this could be done in many different facets within our community but 
how can we achieve this within our school district. How can we make every child seen 
and be able to feel safe and supported. Chair Benton said that one their primary goals as 
a commission is to support the concerns of the Superintendent in the school district.  

Commissioner Sarah Porter asked if the Safety Report needed to be on an agenda and if 
there was a specific timeline for this to be done. 

Chair Scott Benton replied by saying yes and mentioned that he would be working with 
Dr. LaMarca on this. Commissioner Shelly Buchanan made a recommendation to include 
District incident reports on the number of incidents of violence in our schools and for this 
include any patterns over time. She mentioned that she knew that the State had a 
student and teacher climate survey that was being collected now annually and she asked 
if it would be possible to also have access to that information. Commissioner Shelly 
Buchanan mentioned that having this specific data will help and allow the commission to 
target the kind of things needed to be addressed.  

Chair Scott Benton said that he wanted to address two things that he heard being 
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brought up and that Sara Montalvo, Legal counsel would then add to it. Ms. Montalvo 
mentioned that for the agenda setting, under District regulations that is a role of the 
chair in collaboration with the Committee liaison. Ms. Montalvo advised the committee 
members that if they had any recommendations for the Agenda, they were able to 
contact Chair Scott Benton who then would collaborate with Dr. Paul LaMarca on adding 
things to the agenda.  

Chair Scott Benton called upon Dr. Paul LaMarca who spoke to the commissioners saying 
that throughout the year they were able to anticipate presentations that deal a lot with 
the data report that Commissioner Shelly Buchanan had mentioned. Dr. LaMarca also 
mentioned that he would be more than happy to work with Chair Scott Benton on what 
information could be pulled. Dr. LaMarca also said that he would try to pull past 
presentations and possibly those minutes along with additional information if available so 
that this could be provided to the commission.  

Recording Secretary America Gillespie noted that Commissioner Misty Vaughn Allen had 
joined the meeting virtually.  

Chair Scott Benton began to discuss the Climate Survey that was brought up as a 
recommendation from Commissioner Buchanan. He mentioned that the school district 
had a site where this survey information is accessible to view. Chair Benton mentioned 
that he had brought this up at the last meeting in trying to understand the climate survey 
and how this was being presented. Chair Benton mentioned that this website allows to 
go back and look at other surveys done in the past and the most recent ones.  

Vice Chair Natalie Sanchez said that in the interest of logistics if the committee was 
looking into the possibility of adding another safety forum it was important that they took 
time into consideration. Commissioner Sarah Porter asked then the goals needed to be 
finalized? Chair Scott Benton replied by saying that there is not a hard deadline, but it 
was mostly about having an open forum to discuss the purpose of the Safe and Healthy 
Schools Commission was and to provide ideas.  

Chair Benton agreed with Vice-Chair Natalie Sanchez that being right now would not be 
the best time to add additional Safety Forums and not because they were not interested 
in doing so, but because of the limited staffing resources available within the school 
district. Chair Benton added that the goal setting was more to have an agenda item to 
discuss and figure out a way to do this and accomplish it. Chair Benton repeated that this 
was listed as an action item on the agenda, but it was not necessary to take action 
today. The Commission was still able to continue the conversation or if Vice Chair Natalie 
Sanchez wanted to move forward with making a motion today so that only one Safety 
Forum be held then that would be a goal, they were able to set.  

Vice-Chair Natalie Sanchez made a motion to only hold one Safety Forum this year as it 
had been done in the past and for this forum to continue to be held in the month of May.  

Chair Benton mentioned that they had a motion and asked for a second. Commissioner 
Florez made a second on that motion. Chair Benton asked for public comment, no public 
comment at the time. Chair Benton mentioned that now having a motion and a second 
all those in favor to signify by saying aye 
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On motion by Vice-Chair Natalie Sanchez and second by Commissioner Liz Florez, the 
Safe and Healthy Schools Committee approved to have only one Safety Forum to be 
held in the Month of May. (Yea: Chair Scott Benton, Darin Balaam, Elizabeth Florez, Sarah 
Porter, Leanne McCulley Larson, Natalie Sanchez, Misty Vaughn Allen, Lt. Scott Caldwell, and 
Shelly Buchanan) Motion carries 9-0 

Chair Benton mentioned that the motion carried. Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell asked if the 
committee made recommendations to the School District Board and or if the Commission was an 
authoritative body that made decisions on certain items and then informed the district of such 
votes being made for these to be implemented right away. Commissioner Lt. Scott Caldwell wanted 
clarification on this question to better understand what happened at the end of the day when goals 
were accomplished. He asked if recommendations were made formally to the Board, or if these 
would go directly to Dr. Paul LaMarca instead.  

Chair Scott Benton replied by saying that it was a combination of both, but he asked Dr. Paul 
LaMarca to speak on this.  

Dr. Paul LaMarca mentioned that all the District Committees that are Board Committees only 
function is to provide recommendations to the Board of Trustees to help them in their decision 
making. Dr. Paul LaMarca also mentioned that in the past this Commission did such amazing work 
for several years and with the Pandemic everything kind of slowed down to the point that this 
specific commission has not yet made a formal presentation to the Board in the last couple of 
years. Dr. LaMarca mentioned that the best mechanism would be a joint presentation between 
staff and the Commission especially if there are specific issues that either the Committee wants to 
bring to the Board’s attention assuming they will allow us on the agenda or they may also reach 
out to us and ask for an opinion on certain things.  

Vice Chair Natalie Sanchez added that she wanted to continue to support Mental Health and have it 
remain a goal of the Commission to focus on. Commissioner Liz Florez mentioned that in May the 
Commission had talked about Firearm Safety as well as Driving Safety and how these two can be 
related to suicide and remain to be the most lethal occurrences as far as children in this 
population. Commissioner Florez wanted to add to the record that she would like to continue 
educating parents on these matters because these pose the greatest risk to our kids.  

3.  CLOSING ITEMS 

3.01  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment was received via email from Joe Morabito. 

3.02 ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

Chair Benton announced the next meeting of the Safe and Healthy Schools is 
scheduled for  Monday, October 10, 2022, in the Board Room at 425 E. Ninth Street, 
Reno, NV 89512. 

3.03 MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no more business, Chair Benton adjourned the meeting at 3:03 PM  
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